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PREFACE

This publication originated in 1968 as the Urban Law Annual
and focused entirely on issues surrounding land use, urban
development, and other legal concerns of urban communities. The
scope broadened in 1983 when the Journal expanded (and became
the Journal of Urban and Contemporary Law) to encompass a broad
range of topics while still emphasizing urban and land-use law.

This past year we began a lengthy process of reevaluating our
role in the advancement of legal scholarship. The center of our
revised mission is to facilitate discussions about a variety of issues
that will challenge scholars, students, and practitioners to think
critically about the intersection of law and policy and hopefully to
transcend traditional boundaries, such as academic disciplines. In
order to effectuate this mission we have changed the name of the
Journal to the Washington University Journal of Law and Policy.
Volume 1, under the new name, was released in early Novemer. We
will continue to publish two or three volumes per year, with each
volume focusing on a symposium. Finally, each volume of the
publication will engender collaboration between students and faculty
members (instead of the traditional practice of a solely student or
faculty edited publication), promoting unmatched learning and
scholarship. The new name is a result of the changes in both format
and practice. In discontinuing the publication of the Journal of Urban
and Contemporary Law, we trust that we are not leaving behind the
longstanding tradition that began with the Urban Law Annual.
Instead, we hope that with these changes we are realizing our
potential in a new and better way.
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