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Methodology
EveryLibrary Institute commissioned Embold Research to survey 1223 registered voters 
nationally from Aug 31-Sep 3, 2022. Respondents were recruited via dynamic online 
sampling to obtain a sample reflective of the population. Post-stratification weighting was 
performed on age, gender, race/ethnicity, education, and 2020 presidential vote. The
modeled margin of error is 3.4%.              

Originally published September 2022 at EveryLibrary Institute: https://www.everylibraryinstitute.org/bookbanpoll
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ABSTRACT

This report publishes the results of a public opinion poll of American voters undertaken to 
understand political support and opposition to book banning. Commissioned by 
EveryLibrary Institute the poll surveyed registered voters from August 31 to September 3,, 
2022. Results show that most voters oppose banning books based on race, sexuality, and
other concerns. They also oppose legislation that bans books. 

Key Findings
•Nearly all American voters (92%) have heard at least something about book banning. 

•Half of voters believe there is "absolutely no time when a book should be banned," and   
41% think "there are rare times when it's appropriate to ban books," and just 8% think   
"there are many books that are inappropriate and should be banned." 

•At the outset, this issue transcends partisanship - 31% of Republicans think there is  
absolutely no time when a book should be banned.

•Voters are most offended by the idea that children and classic books are being banned.
•Only 34% of voters support banning books about sexuality.

•At least 75% of voters will consider book banning when voting in November. 
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