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Washington University School of Law, affectionately known as 

“WashULaw,” is celebrating a milestone moment this year: our 150th 

Anniversary. A group of visionary judges and lawyers launched our 

Law School in 1867 and the School has grown in stature and 

prominence since that date.
1
 Few American law schools existed 150 

years ago, and even fewer have continuously operated through the 

wartime emergencies and economic crises that afflicted our country 

over the course of the last fifteen decades. WashULaw withstood 

these national challenges, and now stands as the twelfth oldest law 

school in the nation and the oldest continuously operating law school 

west of the Mississippi. 

The stability and strength of WashULaw raise an important 

question: what accounts for this success? Of course, we know that 

great institutions are built over generations with the help of many 
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visionary, hardworking, and insightful people. But we also know that 

an essential ingredient of a successful law school is a talented, 

inspiring, and scholarly faculty. Faculty members shape the learning 

environment, frame academic debates, and build connections across 

diverse individuals, communities and regions. Faculty members not 

only influence the day-to-day experience of students and staff on 

campus, they profoundly impact the leaders of tomorrow.
2
 

Throughout our history and up through today, WashULaw has hired, 

cultivated, and retained one of the very best law faculties in the 

world—making the role of the Dean at WashULaw a truly exciting 

and meaningful position.  

Over the last 150 years, our law faculty members have authored 

literally thousands of scholarly books, textbooks, treatises and 

articles. Throughout our history, our law faculty members have 

inspired generations of law students in the classroom, in the clinic, in 

the courtroom, during office hours, and, yes, more recently on 

Twitter, Facebook, and other social media outlets. Our law faculty 

members are academic leaders and important agents of change in the 

legal profession, in our community, and across the nation and globe. 

Our faculty members have won countless honors, awards, and grants, 

and have served on panels, boards, and commissions. Without our 

law faculty, WashULaw would not have had the extraordinary and 

exciting academic and learning environment that we have cultivated 

through generations of hard work. We continue to enjoy this 

environment today inside our beautiful Anheuser-Busch and Seigle 

Halls on Washington University’s campus. 

Over the last fifteen decades, our faculty members have taught 

and researched in diverse legal and cross-disciplinary fields. They 

have brought diverse backgrounds and experiences, and with each 

new faculty member that we hire—our School has further cemented 

its role in the legal academy as one of the very best law schools in the 

world to learn and discover. To be sure, faculty members have at 
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times departed WashULaw, and we have congratulated them as they 

have moved on to achieve extraordinary professional success.  

The important role that our faculty members have played in 

building our Law School into one of the truly great institutions of 

higher learning makes writing this introduction particularly 

gratifying. The fourteen faculty members who contributed essays to 

this volume highlight the talent that sits inside our School. As 

expected, the essays convey a wide range of views, and the faculty 

members do not attempt to outline a single shared vision on where 

WashULaw is today or where we should be tomorrow. Rather they 

explore a variety of important topics, often expressing implicit 

disagreement on fundamental issues. In my opinion this is very good: 

we cannot learn, advance, or update without vigorous debate and 

dialogue.  

I will not try to summarize each of essays in this volume, but will 

offer highlights on the thoughtful contributions. The authors take a 

variety of perspectives, including historical, theoretical, and 

empirical. Each advance our understanding of WashULaw, legal 

education, and the future of our discipline. Four of the essays explore 

how WashULaw emerged in the immediate post-Civil War period,
3
 

how legal scholarship and thought has transformed over the eras,
4
 and 

how law faculties have updated and modernized the Law School’s 

curriculum over the last decades. They also note just how much more 

work we must to do to fully succeed in our educational mission.
5
 

Three of the essays highlight the reality that WashULaw is part of a 

larger University and legal system, thereby shedding light on the 

important role that our School plays in fostering the best possible 

decisions across campus, in courts, and in our community.
6
 Three of 
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the essays investigate cutting-edge substantive topics that have 

emerged in the faculty member’s own scholarly research,
7
 classroom 

teaching,
8
 and practice of law.

9
 Finally, four of the essays invite 

readers to be forward-looking: offering insight into the importance of 

experiential learning,
10

 technology,
11

 and open-minded engagement 

for success in a changing and complex legal environment.
12

 

As we celebrate our 150th Anniversary, we celebrate 

WashULaw’s great faculty and, simultaneously, the faculty members 

at institutions of higher learning across the nation and the world. To 

all faculty members: thank you for your leadership and for all that 

you do to educate, to inform, to discover, and to build for the future. 
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